
 

November 25, International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 
Women 

Three out of every ten young girls are afraid to walk around their village or 
neighbourhood at night 

On the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 
Women, the Basque Youth Observatory has analysed the evolution of a question 
that it systematically includes in its surveys from the "Basque Youth" collection, a 
question that provides insight into how men and women perceive urban safety/lack 
of safety: the fear of walking at night around a village or neighbourhood. 

Traditionally, it has been considered that the perception of urban safety was 
perceived in a uniform manner by the population as a whole. However, in recent 
decades, it has become clear that this fear is experienced in a very different 
manner by men and women. In fact, urban violence, with its many faces (sexual 
assault, verbal assault, theft, intimidation…), is one of the fears that women share 
most, regardless of their identity (age, ethnicity, sexual orientation, physical 
abilities...). 

According to data from 2008, 29% of young girls aged 15 to 29 are afraid to walk 
in their villages or neighbourhoods at night. The percentage of young women who 
are afraid to walk through their villages or neighbourhoods at night also exceeded 
20% in 2004 (22%) and 2000 (26%). 

On the other hand, the percentage of young men with the same sense of fear does 
not reach 10% in any of the three years studied. 

 
Focusing on data from 2008 (the latest issue in the collection), we have noted that 
the highest level of fear is felt by girls under 20 (36%). 

Young men & women who are afraid to
walk at night in their village or neighbourhood.
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Young girls living in the Basque capitals are also more afraid (32%) than those 
living in medium-sized towns (29%), and these, in turn, more than those living in 
small towns (25%). 

 

Women afraid to walk in their village or
neighbourhood at night, by age group (%) 
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Women afraid to walk in their village or
neighbourhood at night, based on the

size of the town of residence (%)
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