
 

 

The interest displayed by young people in the 2011 provincial 
and local elections has been greater than the interest 

displayed in the 2009 regional elections 

The results of the 2011 elections have also been rated more 
positively than those in 2009 

 

The Basque Youth Observatory will provide some data on the response of 
youths in the Basque Autonomous Region to the recent local and provincial 
elections. 

Despite the limited interest in politics displayed by young people, just over 
half (53%) of people aged 18 to 29 years claimed to have felt very or fairly 
interested in the local elections of May 22. 

The interest in the provincial elections, held on the same day, was 
somewhat lower (49%). 

In both cases, the interest displayed by young people was lower than that 
expressed by the general population in relation to these elections. 

In any case, the interest displayed by young people for the elections of May 
22, 2011 was substantially higher than that stated in relation to the 
elections of 2009 (when 28% of young people said they felt very or fairly 
interested the elections). 
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Just over a third of young people (37%) were very or quite interested in 
news about the campaign. More than half read the manifestos or parties' 
electoral propaganda (57%), and read or saw an interview or debate 
involving candidates in the media (54%). Attendance at election rallies, 
however, was low (9%), but similar to figures for the population in general. 

And the impact of the election campaign was as follows: 30% of young 
people state that they obtained a lot or quite a lot of information on the 
proposals and manifestos of the different political parties, and another 30% 
stated it enabled them to get to know the candidates, 27% said it helped 
them to see the differences between the parties, and 20% said it has helped 
them a lot or quite a lot to decide their vote. 

In the case of the elections to the Provincial Councils, three out of ten 
young people (29%) claim to have abstained, 19% did not reveal their vote, 
and the remaining 52% said they had voted for one of the parties. Among 
the different options, Bildu was mentioned most often by young people 
(19% of the total). 

In relation to the local elections, the data are very similar: 30% report 
having abstained, 19% did not answer and 51% said they voted for one of 
the parties or coalitions, of which Bildu is the main option (18% said they 
had voted for this coalition). The other options seem to have received less 
support from young people. 

The declared abstention rate by young people is higher than the overall 
average. 

Young people who voted in the elections to the Provincial Councils stated 
that, in deciding their vote, they took the political parties (44%), their 
proposals or manifestos (32%) or their candidates (12%) into 
consideration.  

Those who voted in the local elections also highlighted the importance of 
the political parties (37%), although this was less decisive than in the case 
of the provincial elections; instead, the candidates had a higher level of 
influence (21% decided their votes with candidates in mind). 



 

In any case, the impact of proposals and manifestos in people's decisions to 
vote was greater among young people than among the general population. 

In general, young people were satisfied with their choices: 94% who voted 
for the Provincial Councils would repeat their vote, as would 95% of those 
who voted in the local elections. Similarly, 71% of those who abstained in 
the provincial elections would abstain again, as well as 76% of those who 
abstained in local elections.  

The decision to abstain, in more than half of the cases, had been taken 
before the electoral campaign (54% of young men and women who 
abstained in the provincial elections and 57% of those who abstained in 
local elections). 

Concerning the results, 47% view the results in the Provincial elections 
positively, as do 45% in relation to the local elections. That positive view is, 
in both cases, higher than the acceptance expressed by young people after 
the 2009 elections (35%). 

This data have been drawn from the following surveys: Post-election Survey 
on the 2011 Elections to the Provincial Councils and Local Corporations and 
a survey on Citizenship Preferences in the 2009 Regional Elections. Both 
surveys were prepared by the Cabinet of Sociological Research of the 
Basque Government after each election process. 
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Party Manifesto Candidates

http://www.lehendakaritza.ejgv.euskadi.net/contenidos/informe_estudio/o_11tef2/es_11tef2/adjuntos/11tef2_es.pdf
http://www.lehendakaritza.ejgv.euskadi.net/contenidos/informe_estudio/o_11tef2/es_11tef2/adjuntos/11tef2_es.pdf
http://www.lehendakaritza.ejgv.euskadi.net/contenidos/informe_estudio/o_09sv40_post/es_09sv40po/adjuntos/09sv40_post.pdf
http://www.lehendakaritza.ejgv.euskadi.net/r48-17354/en/

