
 
The main mother tongue of most young people in the Basque 
Autonomous Region is Spanish 

7 out of 10 young people in the Basque Autonomous Region aged 15 to 29 claim 
that their only mother tongue in childhood, until the age of 3, was Spanish, while 
21% claim it was Basque. 
On occasion of the International Mother Language Day, February 21, 2011, the Basque 
Youth Observatory has analysed data, collected in December 2010, on young people in 
the 15-29 age group relating to their use of and attitudes towards the Basque language. 
This information was provided by the Sociological Survey Office of the Presidency of 
the Basque Government, under request, and originated from a study titled Basque: 
usage, attitudes, policies, which provided data on the general population of the Basque 
Autonomous Region.  

According to data obtained by the Basque Youth Observatory, the mother tongue for 
70% of young people in the Basque Autonomous Region aged 15 to 29 was Spanish, for 
21% it was Basque, 7% claimed that both languages were their mother tongues and 2% 
said they had other mother tongues (other than Basque or Spanish). 

 
 

This is understandable given that, in 72% of cases, the predominant language among 
parents was Spanish. 

In any case, the percentage of young people aged 15 to 29 whose mother tongue was 
Basque has increased since 2006, when it was estimated at 17.5%. There has also been a 
slight increase (from 6.4% to 7%) of those who claim Basque and Spanish to be their 
mother tongues simultaneously, while the percentage of those who claim it was only 
Spanish has fallen from 76% to 70%. These figures from 2006 have been taken from the 
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IV Sociolinguistic Map prepared by the Department of Culture of the Basque 
Government. 

 

On the other hand, most young people state they are familiar with Basque: 71% say they 
understand it well or fairly well, 69% say the can read texts in Basque well or fairly 
well,  63% also say they can write in Basque well or fairly well and, finally, 59% say 
they can speak it well or fairly well. In any case, 62% of young people claim to be more 
skilled (i.e. speak better) in Spanish than in Basque. 

 
Furthermore, 38% of young people claim to have studied Basque privately, and 87% 
consider that speaking Basque leads to greater opportunities in the Basque Country 
today. 

On the use of Basque, 12% of young people claim they speak Basque with their families 
all the time. If we also consider those who claim they speak Basque more often than 
Spanish or those who speak both languages equally in their family environment, the 
percentage rises to 22%. Among friends, the rate of Basque usage (always greater than 
or equal to Spanish) is greater, 28%, while at school or work it reaches 40%. 

On the other hand, the attitude of young people regarding the promotion of the Basque 
language is clearly favourable: 86% believe that all languages are equally important to 
humanity and that measures must be taken for their survival, regardless of how many 
people speak them, and 61% believe it is essential to spend public money on the 
promotion of the Basque language; 71% consider that it is essential for all children to 
learn Basque, 83% say that consumers and users always have the right to be attended 
equally in Basque or in Spanish in any establishment, business and administration and, 
similarly, 74% consider it is essential that staff working with the public should speak 
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Basque. In addition, 71% believe that all civil servants working in the Basque 
Autonomous Region should learn Basque. 

This is not surprising considering that 56% of young people consider the Basque 
language as the language par excellence of the Basque people. 

To access these and other details, please see the attached pdf. 


