
 
 

 

 

January 28 2011, Data Protection Day 
 
One in three young people from the Basque Autonomous Region is concerned about 
protecting their personal data 

 
On occasion of the Data Protection Day, the Basque Youth Observatory has studied data 
published in 2009 by the Sociological Survey Office of the President's Office of the 
Basque Autonomous Region in the paper titled Personal data protection, prepared by 
the Basque Data Protection Agency. 

 

According to the results of this study, 34% of young people in the Basque Autonomous 
Region aged 18 to 29 are concerned about whether their personal information, held by 
both public and private institutions, is being adequately protected. In addition, 42% of 
this group feel more concerned than five years earlier. 

 

The data that young people provide more often are their name, address and date of birth 
(68% provide them without difficulty), on the other hand, the information they find 
more difficult to provide is that of a fiscal or legal nature (only 2% and 9%, 
respectively, of the young people are prepared to provide this information). In addition, 
43% have no problem in providing information of an ideological nature, 37% provide 
their Id Number and 29% their health data. 

 

When filling in forms with personal details that include a box requesting permission to 
use the said data, only 20% of young people claim to give their consent. In any case, 
more young people grant consent than older people. 

 

As for the Internet, 2 out of every 3 young people who surf the net say they use some 
type of computer tool, such as passwords, antispam or antispyware programs to protect 
their personal data. If we focus on social networks, only a minority of young people 
who are familiar with social networks say that they adequately inform users on the 
possible use of their personal data (28%). As age increases, the percentage of those who 
believe these networks clearly notify users on issues related to their personal data falls. 

http://www.lehendakaritza.ejgv.euskadi.net/contenidos/informe_estudio/o_09tef2_avpd/es_09tef2av/adjuntos/09tef2_avpd.pdf
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/


 

 
On the other hand, 58% of young people are aware that a law that protects and 
guarantees the privacy of personal data against abuse exists, 49% have heard of the 
Spanish Data Protection Agency, and fewer, 29% of young people in the Basque 
Autonomous Region have heard of the Basque Data Protection Agency. In any case, the 
vast majority, 95%, would like the latter agency to provide more information on rights 
regarding data protection and what to do if a problem arises. 

 

 

Other studies of interest: 

  
Basque Data Protection Agency and Sociological Survey Office: Perceptions and 
attitudes on personal data protection (Basque Sociological Papers nº 25), Vitoria-
Gasteiz, Basque Government Publications Service, 2008. 
 

European Commission: Flash Eurobarometer 225 “Data protection in the European 
Union. Citizens´ perceptions”, 2008. 
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http://www.lehendakaritza.ejgv.euskadi.net/contenidos/informe_estudio/cuaderno_sociologico_vasco_25/es_cu_soc25/adjuntos/csv25.pdf
http://www.lehendakaritza.ejgv.euskadi.net/contenidos/informe_estudio/cuaderno_sociologico_vasco_25/es_cu_soc25/adjuntos/csv25.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/flash/fl_225_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/flash/fl_225_en.pdf

