
 
 
Europe Day, 9 May 

 

For nine out of ten young people in the Basque Autonomous Region, 
the EU means freedom to travel, study and work anywhere in the 
EU. 

According to a study prepared by the Basque Youth Observatory in 2008 
(pending publication), youths from the Basque Autonomous Region aged 15 
to 29 believe that the EU stands for freedom to travel, study and work 
anywhere in the EU (88.6%), as well as for a means of improving the 
economic situation of member countries (64.6%), a means of protecting the 
rights of EU citizens (63.6%) and for a European government (56.6%). 

 

These views, despite being majority opinions among young people in the 
Basque Autonomous Region, are somewhat less widespread than among 
European youths. 

 

On the other hand, four in ten young people in the Basque Autonomous 
Region also think that it implies a lot of bureaucracy, a waste of time and 
money (40.9%) and almost as many are of the view that there is a risk of 
losing our identity and cultural diversity (36.8%). The fear of losing our 
identity is more widespread in the Basque Autonomous Region than in 
Europe on average. 
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http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-7657/es/contenidos/informacion/gazteen_argazkiak_bilduma/es_5561/adjuntos/07retratos11.pdf


 

As age decreases, the percentage of those who see the European Union as a 
way to improve the economic situation of member countries and to protect 
the rights of citizens increases, and the view of those who see too much 
bureaucracy and the wasting of too much time and money decreases. 

 

On the other hand, the fear of losing our cultural identity is mentioned most 
by young people from Gipuzkoa, by men and those aged 20 to 24.  

 

According to data drawn from the Youth Portraits 11, study, conducted by 
the Sociological Survey Office for the Basque Youth Observatory, young 
people see the EU as something positive: for 54%, being member of the EU 
is beneficial, compared to 4% who have a negative opinion. The remaining 
42% do not consider it good or bad or do not have any opinion on this 
issue. 

 

It should also be noted that for 47% of youths the EU suggests a positive 
view, for 41% a neutral view and a negative view for 7%. 

 

This view, however, is less positive than that held by Basque citizens aged 
30 or more. 
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Finally, we can say that the European sentiment held by young people in 
the Basque Autonomous Region is increasing over the years: in the year 
2000, the percentage of young people who felt very or fairly European was 
33%, in 2008 that figure had increased to 44%, according to data collected 
in the Basque Youth 2008 Report conducted by the Youth Observatory.  
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http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-7657/es/contenidos/informacion/estudios_sociologicos/es_liburuak/adjuntos/Juventud_vasca_2008_c.pdf

