
 

 

 
31 January: European Youth Day. 

European citizenship survey 
 

Basque youths understand that European citizenship grants the possibility to study, 
work, reside and access healthcare and social welfare anywhere in the EU 
 

What do young people understand by "European citizenship"? The Basque Youth 
Observatory is preparing a report on this and other issues under the heading "Opinions 
of youths with regard to citizen participation and the European Union", which compares 
the views and attitudes of young people, from 15 to 29, in the Basque Autonomous 
Region with those of youths in other EU countries, and from where the data presented 
below have been extracted. 

94% of young people in the Basque Autonomous Region understand that being a 
European citizen means being able to study in any European Union country. On this 
issue, the figures related to Basque youths match the average figure for the 27 EU 
countries. Those that agree most with this view are the young people in Latvia and 
Slovakia; on the other hand, those least in agreement are young people from Estonia 
(73.9%). 

In the Basque Autonomous Region, 89.1% of young people also understand that 
European citizenship implies the right to work in any EU country. In connection with 
this idea, data for the Basque Autonomous Region is once again very similar to the EU 
average (88.1%). 

Access to health and social welfare in any EU country is another point that Basque 
youths clearly relate to being a citizen of the European Union (85.5%). This idea is 
slightly more widespread among Basque youths than among European youths (81.5%).  

The vast majority of young people in the Basque Autonomous Region also understand 
that European citizenship implies the right to move permanently to another EU country 
(85.1%). The percentage of those who linked this concept to European citizenship is 
higher in the Basque Autonomous Region than the EU average (77.4%). French youths 
share this idea to a greater extent (90.3%) while Bulgaria displays the lowest figures 
(55.3%). 

Finally, the most controversial issue related to European citizenship is the right of "non-
nationals" to vote or be elected in local elections in the member states where they 
reside. 55.7% of Basque youths agree with this idea (therefore, a majority), compared to 
48.7% among European youths on average. Luxembourg presents the highest figures for 
young people who believe being a European citizen implies this right (68.8%), while the 
young people of Hungary are the least in favour (only 24.3%). 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/eu/
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/eu/


 

 

 
European data from the study titled "Young Europeans. A survey among young 
people aged between 15-30 in the European Union”, prepared by the European 
Commission (Flash Eurobarometer 202). 

 

 

What aspects do young people connect with European citizenship?
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http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/flash/fl_202_en.pdf

