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On the occasion of the Safer Internet Day, the Basque Youth Observatory would like 
to quote a study conducted at European level by the EU Kids Online network. 
 
The report, Risks and safety on the internet: The perspective of European Children. Full 
Findings, the final results of which were published in January 2011, studied Internet risk 
situations for minors from 9 to 16 years of age in 25 European countries, including 
Spain. More specifically, the study analysed a number of online risks: pornography, 
bullying, reception of sexual messages, contact with people who we do not know 
personally, appointments with people contacted on-line, user-created content that may 
be potentially harmful, and the malicious use of personal data. 
 
The Basque Youth Observatory has analysed the findings of the study and among them 
we can highlight that 12% of European minors between 9 and 16 years of age stated 
they had been annoyed or upset about something they had encountered on Internet; in 
relation to online bullying, 5% of these minors claimed to have received unpleasant or 
harmful messages, and 3% stated they had sent messages of this kind to others; 
concerning pornography, 14% said they had seen "sexually explicit" images online over 
the previous 12 months; on the other hand, 9% said they had met an online contact in 
real life over the previous year. 
 
The most common risks identified by minors themselves consisted in on-line 
communications with people they did not know personally and in encountering 
potentially harmful content.  
 
An important fact was that the parents of minors who had experienced risk situations 
were often unaware. 
 
This report has been prepared thanks to the work of a number of research teams and 
advisers from institutions, non-governmental organisations and companies linked to 
Internet Safety in each of the 25 member states of the network constituted for this 
purpose (the said 25 countries are Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Slovenia, Spain, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Sweden , 
Turkey and United Kingdom). The research programme has been funded by the Safer 
Internet Programme of the European Commission and coordinated by the London 
School of Economics. 
 
The information has been collected through surveys of a stratified random sample of 
25,142 Internet users aged between 9 and 16, and of their parents. Interviews were 
conducted face to face in the homes of the minors. In order to avoid being overheard by 
other people in the household, particularly sensitive questions were completed using an 
autofill system. The fieldwork took place between spring and summer, 2010.  
 

http://www2.lse.ac.uk/media@lse/research/EUKidsOnline/EUKidsII%20%282009-11%29/EUKidsOnlineIIReports/D4FullFindings.pdf
http://www2.lse.ac.uk/media@lse/research/EUKidsOnline/EUKidsII%20%282009-11%29/EUKidsOnlineIIReports/D4FullFindings.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/sip/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/sip/index_en.htm
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/

