
 
Basque youths and Spanish youths show little interest in politics 

However, young people in the Basque Autonomous Region follow political news on a 
daily basis more assiduously than young people in Spain as a whole. 
The Basque Youth Observatory has studied the findings of the "Youth Portraits-14. 
Democratic culture" report prepared by the Office of Sociological Surveys in 2010 at 
the request of the Observatory, and has compared the said results with the latest data 
released by the Spanish Youth Institute (Injuve) in its "Youths, participation and 
political culture" report from 2009.  

21% of young people in the Basque Autonomous Region say they are very or fairly 
interested in politics. The percentage of those giving the same answer in the rest of the 
State is slightly higher: 24%. 

But, when asked on whether they follow political news on a daily basis in the media, 
young people in the Basque Autonomous Region say they do so in a significantly higher 
percentage than Spanish youths.  

 
Politics mainly generates negative feelings, both in Basque youths and in Spanish 
youths. The most prominent difference between the two groups is the greater mistrust 
found among young people in the country as a whole (64% versus 50% in the Basque 
Autonomous Region). 
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http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-7657/es/contenidos/informacion/gazteen_argazkiak_bilduma/es_5561/adjuntos/10retratos14_es.pdf
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-7657/es/contenidos/informacion/gazteen_argazkiak_bilduma/es_5561/adjuntos/10retratos14_es.pdf
http://www.injuve.es/contenidos.item.action?id=114318702&menuId=1810797002
http://www.injuve.es/contenidos.item.action?id=114318702&menuId=1810797002


 
The political class is also criticised by young people, especially in the country as a 
whole. Thus, if 77% in the Basque Autonomous Region believe that the people in power 
always seek their own personal interests, this percentage rises to 83% in the State. 
Similarly, in the Basque Autonomous Region, 73% of young people believe that 
politicians do not display any concern for the people, a figure that rises to 83% among 
young people in the entire State. 

When defining themselves from a political point of view, young people in the Basque 
Autonomous Region declare they are apolitical, liberal, environmentalists and 
nationalists. Among the young people in the State as a whole, the most frequently 
marked option is liberal. There is also clearly a higher number of those who prefer not 
to answer.  
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The political socialisation of young people in the Basque Autonomous Region presents 
similar data: 36% and 37%, respectively, recall that politics was a topic discussed, 
whether regularly or occasionally, in their homes during childhood or adolescence. 

The numbers of those who talk about politics today with family, friends, classmates or 
colleagues at work are also similar in both geographic areas: in the Basque Autonomous 
Region 41% of youths talk about politics regularly or occasionally with their families 
(40% in the state), 36% talk about it with their friends (also 36% in the state), and 26% 
talk about this issue with colleagues at work or school (31% in the state). If there is little 
difference between those who claim to speak about politics, there is a difference 
between those who claim not to speak on this subject. More people claim they "never" 
speak about politics in the Basque Autonomous Region than in the rest of the State, 
while, in the state as a whole most people claim they "rarely" speak about these issues. 

Concerning the membership of political parties, the figures given are very low: 3% both 
among young people from the Basque Autonomous Region and the state as a whole. 

 

How youths define themselves politically (%) 
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Source: Prepared by OVJ based on data from the Office of Sociological Surveys: "Youth Protraints-14.
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Basque youth Spanish youth


