
 
 

March 8, International Women's Day 
 

Young women in the Basque Autonomous Region are satisfied with their personal 
situation but worried about work 
On occasion of the International Women's Day, March 8, the Basque Youth 
Observatory has studied some statistics obtained from several sources in order to 
provide a brief portrait of young women in the Basque Autonomous Region. 

As pointed out by the latest report in the Youth Portraits series, prepared by the Cabinet 
of Sociological Research of the Basque Government, three out of every four women in 
the Basque Autonomous Region between 15 and 29 years of age are happy with their 
personal situation (77%), slightly higher than young men (72%). Satisfaction levels 
among young women with their personal situation have increased over previous years 
(63.2% in 2000 and 68.3% in 2004, according to data collected in the Statistical 
Indicator System of the Basque Youth Observatory). 

The main problems these young women are facing are related to the labour market, 
followed far behind by economic problems, housing and education. Work-related 
problems (unemployment, working conditions, job insecurity...) have increased in 
recent years. 
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Source: Prepared by the Basque Youth Observatory, based on data 
from the Youth Portraits series.
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This is logical given the current context in which the unemployment rate among young 
women aged 16 to 29 was estimated at 14.1% in 2009, exceeding previous figures 
recorded since 2006. The unemployment rate for young women was higher than that for 
the female population in general in 2009 (7.8%). However, it was lower than that for 
young men (18.5%).  

Jobs taken by young women, however, were more precarious than those taken by young 
men, with lower rates of permanent contracts and a greater rate of women with no 
contract. 

WORKING POPULATION AGED 16 TO 29 BASED ON TYPE OF CONTRACT 
AND SEX. 2009 (thousands and percentage) 

 Young Women Young Men 

TYPE OF CONTRACT Thousands Percentages Thousands Percentages 

Permanent Contract 36.3 52.6% 44.3 60.0% 

Temporary Contract 29.6 42.9% 29.0 39.3% 

No Contract 3.0 4.3% 0.5 0.6% 

TOTAL 69.0 100% 73.8 100% 

Source: Statistical Indicator system of the Basque Youth Observatory 

 

In any case, young women state they are optimistic about the future, as two out of three 
young women believe it will improve. 


