
 

Two thirds of young people in the Basque Autonomous Region believe that 
people can change their sexual orientation throughout their lives 

 

This view is equally prevalent among Basque and Spanish youths  

65% of Basque youths aged 15 to 29 fully agree or agree in part with the idea 
people can change their sexual option throughout their lives and enter into sexual 
relations with men or women. Another 11% neither agree or disagree with this idea 
and 18% do not agree much or not at all. The remaining 6% does not have any 
opinion on this issue. 

The idea that people can change their sexual orientation throughout their lives is 
more widespread among young women (73%) than among young men (57%). 

 

However, there are no clear differences between young people based on their age. 

These data come from a study prepared by the Basque Youth Observatory in March, 
2012, in which 1,500 youths from the Basque Autonomous Region aged 15 to 29 
were interviewed. 

Comparing these data of Basque youths with those published in 2010 by the 
Spanish Youth Institute (Injuve), regarding Spanish youths, we find that the 
percentage of young people who agree with the possibility of changing sexual 
orientations throughout people's lives is identical in both geographical areas (65%). 

Young Spanish women also seem to agree more with this idea (67%) than young 
Spanish men (62%), although the difference is not as large as that recorded in the 
Basque Autonomous Region. 

Furthermore, it should be mentioned that 6% of youths in the Basque Autonomous 
Region believes that homosexuality is a disease and should be treated as such. This 
idea is somewhat more prevalent among young men (8%) than young women 
(5%), and decreases as age increases, from about 7% among men under 20 years 
of age to 3% among those aged 20 to 24 and 2% among people in the 25 to 29 
age group. 
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At Spanish State level, there are slightly more young people who agree with this 
idea and, unlike the Basque Autonomous Region, in Spain, seeing homosexuality as 
a disease increases with age among young people. 

 
In any case, the vast majority of young people in the Basque Autonomous Region 
aged between 15 and 29 are in favour of same sex marriage (87%) and legal sex 
change (81%). These data are similar to those recorded in 2008. 

 
While there are no notable differences on these issues by age group, young women 
do seem to display greater support for same sex marriage (92% of young women 
compared to 82% of young men) and for legal sex change (88% vs. 74%). 

It can be concluded therefore that the positions of young women on sexual identity 
are more open than those of young men. 

 

Follow us on the social networks! 
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Basque Spain

Evolution of positions in favour of same sex marriage
and legal sex change by young people in the Basque

Autonomous Region (%)
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http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?sk=wall
http://twitter.com/#!/GazteBehatokia

