
 

December 10: Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

Basque youths dissatisfied with the fulfilment of the right to employment 
and to decent housing 

In 2010, 36% of young people in the Basque Autonomous Region aged 18 to 29 
stated they were very or quite satisfied with the fulfilment of the right to adequate 
housing and 32% regarding the right to a employment. 

In 2012, the number of young people who are satisfied with the fulfilment of these 
basic rights remains low. 

And since then, given the increase in the rate of youth unemployment in the 
Basque Autonomous Region, which has grown from 18.4% in 2010 to 22.6% in the 
third quarter of 2012 for the 16-29 age group, the percentage of young people 
satisfied with the fulfilment of the right to employment is down one point and now 
totals 31%, while the percentage of those who say they are not at all satisfied has 
increased from 17% to 25%. 

 

Moreover, according to data published on the real estate market by the Basque 
Housing Observatory, the cost per square metre of private housing, whether new or 
second-hand, in the Basque Autonomous Region has fallen by around €200, as 
have average rentals, which have fallen by just over €40 per month. This reduction 
in housing costs seems to have influenced the perception that, in 2012, the 
implementation of the right to adequate housing is somewhat more positive than in 
2010. From the above-mentioned 36% of young people who said they were very or 
quite satisfied two years ago to 41% today. In any case, the difficulties in accessing 
bank loans and the increase in the number of evictions due to mortgage defaults 
prevent satisfaction levels from becoming the majority view of young people and 
fail to contribute to the reduction of the number of those who state they are not at 
all satisfied: 19% in 2010 and 20% in 2012. 
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If we consider the number of people aged 18 and over in the Basque Autonomous 
Region, we can see that those who state they are satisfied are not the majority but 
the figure is somewhat higher than if we only consider young people. More 
specifically, 45% of the population aged 18 and over say they are very or quite 
satisfied with the fulfilment of the right to decent housing and  
35% regarding the right to employment. 

It is necessary, therefore, to increase the effort and resources in these areas to 
provide the general population, but especially young people, with improved access 
to both jobs and housing. This will result in greater satisfaction with the 
enforcement of these rights. 

These data have been analysed by the Basque Youth Observatory based on a 
number of sources. The percentages stating satisfaction with the fulfilment of the 
different basic rights come from two studies by the Office of Sociological Studies of 
the First Minister's Office of the Basque Government, more specifically the report 
titled Democratic culture, 2010, and Democratic culture, 2012. Youth 
unemployment data has been calculated by EUSTAT, based on the PRA (Activity 
Based Population survey), in response to a request from the Basque Youth 
Observatory. Finally, the housing data regarding the real estate offer were 
published by the Basque Housing Observatory. For purposes of this analysis, data 
from the third quarter of 2010 has been compared with that from the third quarter 
of 2012. 

 

Follow us on the social networks! 
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http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/
http://www.lehendakaritza.ejgv.euskadi.net/r48-contestu/es/contenidos/informacion/v2_estudios/es_estudios/estudios.html
http://www.contenidos.servicios.jakinaplus.ejgvdns/contenidos/informe_estudio/o_10cultura_democratica/es_culdem/adjuntos/10cultura_democratica_es.pdf
http://www.lehendakaritza.ejgv.euskadi.net/contenidos/informe_estudio/o_12cultura_democratica/es_12culdem/adjuntos/12cultura_democratica_es.pdf
http://www.garraioak.ejgv.euskadi.net/r41-ovse110x/es/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?sk=wall
http://twitter.com/#!/GazteBehatokia

