
 

 

Just over half of young people in the Basque Autonomous Region 
advocate a State system based on autonomous regions 

However, from 2010 to 2012 the desire for greater self-government 
has increased among Basque youths 

The Basque Youth Observatory has analysed data on young people aged 18 
to 29 from the study titled “State Model”, published by the Sociological 
Studies Office of the Presidency of the Government of the Basque Country. 

According to these data, today 57% of young people in the Basque 
Autonomous Region aged between 18 and 29 prefer a State with 
Autonomous Regions. This majority group can be broken down into those 
who favour the present model (37%) and those who prefer a federal State 
in which the Autonomous Regions have greater autonomy than at present 
(20%).  

In addition, three out of ten young people (29%) prefer a State model 
which would grant nationalities (such as the Basque Country) the possibility 
of becoming independent states. This latter group presents the greatest 
differences with the general population (23%), and it has also increased by 
five points from the year 2010 when support for this option lingered at 
24%. 

 

 

Evolution of the State model desired by young
People in the Basque Country (2010-2012) 
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http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/
http://www.lehendakaritza.ejgv.euskadi.net/r48-14452/es/contenidos/informe_estudio/o_12sv48_modelo_pais/es_12sv48mo/adjuntos/12sv48_modelo_pais_es.pdf
http://www.lehendakaritza.ejgv.euskadi.net/r48-17354/en/
http://www.lehendakaritza.ejgv.euskadi.net/r48-17354/en/


On the other hand, if instead of considering the structure or organisation of 
the state we were to consider the desired levels of self-government for the 
Basque Autonomous Region, we can see that the opinions that prefer 
greater self-government than the current situation (federalism and 
independence) has increased 10 points over the past two years. 

By contrast, the option of reducing the degree of autonomy or self-
government in the event of a return to a central state system without 
autonomous regions is only supported by 4% of young people. 

 


