
 

 

Six in ten young people aged 16 to 24 living in the Basque 
Autonomous Region are bilingual 

 

The percentage of young people who know and use Basque language is 
double now than twenty years ago 

59.7% of young people aged 16 to 24 living in the Basque Autonomous Region are 
bilingual (they speak both Basque and Spanish), 23.2% of these people can be 
considered passive bilingual people (i.e., they have difficulty speaking Basque but 
they can understand it) and the remaining 17% cannot speak Basque. 

This follows from the V Sociolinguistic Survey conducted in 2011 by the Deputy 
Ministry for Language Policy of the Basque Government.  

Considering the four previous surveys we can see that the percentage of young 
bilingual people has followed an upward trend in the Basque Autonomous Region 
over the last twenty years.  

 
After attending to linguistic skills, we shall now address the use of the Basque 
language.  

26.8% of all young people in the said age group use Basque as much as or more 
than Spanish. This percentage has also increased markedly in recent years; in 1991 
it was 12.4% and 18.9% in 2001.  

The explanation for this increase is that the knowledge of the Basque language has 
increased significantly over the last twenty years, as we have stated above, and 
this allows for greater use of the language.  

Therefore, while taking into account the data regarding young people in general, we 
shall also study data that correspond to bilingual young people. In this case, we can 
see that 44.8% of bilingual Basque youths use the Basque language as much as or 
more than Spanish. However, this percentage has not followed a linear trend, as it 

Evolution (1991-2011) of young bilingual
people in the Basque Autonomous Region (%) 

33

48.5

59.757.5

25 

0 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 

1991 1996 2001 2006 2011

Source: Prepared by the Basque Youth Observatory, based on data from the
sociolinguistic surveys conducted by the Deputy Ministry for Language Policy of the

Basque Government

http://www.kultura.ejgv.euskadi.net/r46-17894/eu/contenidos/informacion/argitalpenak/eu_6092/adjuntos/V.InkestaSoziolinguistikoa2011.pdf
http://www.kultura.ejgv.euskadi.net/r46-17894/es/contenidos/informacion/argitalpenak/es_6092/encuestas_sociolinguisticas.html


has dropped compared to 1991 (48.4%) but has risen compared with the data 
recorded in 2001 (38.4%). 

We can therefore state that the total number of young people who use Basque has 
increased, but that among the group of bilingual youths, the usage of the language 
has not increased.  

In any case, given the dominance of Spanish in our society, the percentage of 
young people who prioritize the use of the Basque language, or at least use it as 
much as Spanish, is remarkable.  

Follow us on the social networks! 

  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?sk=wall
http://twitter.com/#!/GazteBehatokia

