
 

 

The interest displayed by young people for the 2012 elections 
has doubled compared with the 2009 elections 

 

The Basque Youth Observatory has studied some data published by the 
Sociological Studies Office of the Basque Government regarding the 
electoral behaviour of young people in the Basque Autonomous Region 
during the recent elections to the Basque Parliament on 21st October. These 
data come from the study, “Post-election survey. Basque Autonomic 
Elections 2012”, and refer to Basque youths aged 18 to 29. 

According to the results of this study, 55% of young people in the Basque 
Country aged 18 to 29 felt very or fairly interested in the elections to the 
Basque Parliament held on 21st October. 

This level of interest is practically double to that displayed by young people 
after the regional elections in 2009, when 28% stated they were very or 
fairly interested. 

 

Moreover, for 18% of young people, these elections have been a common 
topic of conversation with friends. 

Furthermore, one third of youths (34%) paid a lot or quite a lot of attention 
to news about the campaign (compared to 22% in 2009), while only 5% 
attended a rally or party event. 
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56% said they had read the propaganda or electoral programme of some 
party, above the average for the general population (52%), and 59% that 
they had seen or read about a debate or interview with candidates. 

In all, 20% of young people said that what they had seen or read during the 
election campaign had helped them to decide their vote. 

Three out of four young people interviewed (74%) said they had voted on 
21st October. EH Bildu and PNV were the most widely voted options among 
young people (33% and 31% of those who voted, respectively), followed by 
PSE-EE (13%), PP (3%), UPyD (2%), Ezker Batua (2%), Ezker Anitza (2%), 
EQUO (2%), while 12% voted for other minority parties or cast blank votes. 

Finally, six out of ten young people see the election results in a positive 
light. 
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