
 

 

Almost half of all teenagers and young people aged 10 to 18 in the 
Basque Country (greater region) is interested in science and 

technology 

The fields of science and technology attract greater interest levels 
than IT 

The Basque Youth Observatory has analysed data published by the Elhuyar 
Foundation in its report “Euskal Herriko gazte eta nerabeen zientzia eta 
teknologiaren pertzepzioa, 2011”, based on a research project involving 
2,061 interviews with students aged 10 to 18 in the Basque Autonomous 
Region, Navarre and in the French Basque Country between May and June 
2011. From this study, the Basque Youth Observatory has drawn some 
conclusions regarding the opinions of teenagers and young people in the 
Basque Country (greater region) on science and technology, which have 
been set out below.  

According to the report, 16% of young people and teenagers between 10 
and 18 find science and technology extremely interesting, and 30.9% find 
them very interesting. Therefore, we can say that 46.9% of this group are 
interested. By contrast, 19.4% have little or very little interest in these 
issues. 

Boys are much more interested than girls in science and technology (53.6% 
and 39.6%, respectively, say they are extremely or very interested).  

 

Interest in science and technology among young people
aged 10 to 18 in the Basque Country based on sex
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http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/
http://laborategia.elhuyar.org/informazioa/txostenak/EuskalHerrikoGazteenZientziaEtaTeknologiariBuruzkoPertzepzioa2011.pdf
http://laborategia.elhuyar.org/informazioa/txostenak/EuskalHerrikoGazteenZientziaEtaTeknologiariBuruzkoPertzepzioa2011.pdf


In order to delve deeper into this subject, young people and teenagers were 

asked about nine areas of interest within the fields of science and 

technology. The following percentages were obtained, based on the number 

of young people and teenagers who answered they were extremely or very 

interested: 

• IT (artificial intelligence, hardware, Internet, multimedia...): 60.9% 

• Technology (architecture, biotechnology, electronics, transport, 

industry...): 46.3% 

• The Environment (recycling, environment, renewable energies...): 

41.4% 

• Health (anatomy, medicine, diet...): 41.2% 

• Physics, chemistry and mathematics: 35.4% 

• Social and human sciences (history, journalism, philology...): 33.5% 

• Space (astrophysics, astronautics, astronomy...): 33.0% 

• Life Sciences (fisheries, biology, agriculture, genetics...): 31.2% 

• Earth sciences (ecology, geography, climatology, oceanography...): 

30.4% 

In other words, within the fields of science and technology, IT is the area 

that attracts greatest levels of interest. 

When analysing the specific scientific fields, we can also see large 

differences between boys and girls: girls are more interested than boys in 

areas related to people (health and social and human sciences), and boys, 

on the other hand, are more interested than girls in IT, technology and 

space.   



 

Follow us on the social networks! 

   

Teenagers and young people in the Basque Country aged 10 to 18
very or extremely interested in different issues, based on sex  (%)
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http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?sk=wall
http://twitter.com/#!/GazteBehatokia

