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14% of youth in the Basque Autonomous Region between 15 and 29 years 
of age have taken part in one or more 15-M demonstrations 

The profile of those who have taken part is that of a person who has 
completed tertiary level studies, is interested in political issues, is 
participatory and has a desire to either change or reform our current 
model of society.   

One year following the start of the 15-M demonstrations, the Basque Youth 
Observatory is providing some research about the participation of Basque youth in 
the direct action of May 2011.  

This study is based on a survey conducted in March 2012 on a sample of 1,500 
young people from the Basque Autonomous Region, the aim of which is to ascertain 
how many young people have taken part in 15-M demonstrations in the Basque 
Autonomous Region and to determine their profile and characteristics.  

According to data obtained from this survey, half of those between 15 and 29 years 
of age (50%) either sympathizes a great deal or quite a lot with the 15-M 
demonstrations, 38% sympathizes little or not at all with them, and the remaining 
12% takes no stance on this issue.  

 
 
Sympathy towards the 15-M demonstrations is greater among youth residing in 
Alava (57% sympathizes a great deal or quite a lot), among those who work (58% 
sympathizes), among those with tertiary level studies (60%), among those who 
claim to be very or quite interested in politics (69%), and among those who define 
themselves ideologically as being on the left (63%).  

As for participation, 14% of youth from the Basque Autonomous Region claim to 
have taken part in one or more demonstrations called by the 15-M movement.  

For the purpose of showing a profile of the young people who have taken part in 
one or more 15-M demonstrations, the differences in make-up between this group 
and youth in general from the Basque Autonomous Region has been taken into 
account, with attention only being drawn to those deemed significant. 

Among those who have taken part in one or more 15-M demonstrations, a greater 
presence among young people belonging to the following groups than in the case of 
average youth from the Basque Autonomous Region has been detected:  
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 Residents in Alava and Bizkaia  

 Young people between 20 and 29 years of age 

 Young people with tertiary level studies (university studies or advanced level 
vocational qualifications) 

 Who belong or have belonged to student and/or trade union organisations  

 Who carry out or have carried out voluntary work 

 With a great deal or quite a lot of interest in politics 

 Who define themselves politically as being on the left 

 Who think our society needs major reforms or even needs to be radically 
changed  

 Who believe the situation among young people in general is bad 

 Who believe that young people’s opinions are not taken into account by 
institutions  

 Who would like to actively take part in public affairs 
 

Profile of youth that have taken part in 15-M demonstrations in the Basque 
Autonomous Region  
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Comparison between the general profile of youth from the Basque autonomous region and 
that of those who have taken part in 15-m demonstrations  

(%) 
Participants in 15-
M demonstrations 

Youth in general  

Territory of residence    
Alava 17 15  
Bizkaia 70 53  
Gipuzkoa 13 32  
    
Age groups    
15-19 years of age 20 27  
20-24 years of age 35 32  
25-29 years of age 45 42  
    
Level of schooling completed    
Compulsory 24 38  
Post-compulsory secondary 33 31  
Tertiary 42 31  
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Participation in student organisations    
Currently belongs 6 4  
Has belonged, but not now 15 7  
Has never belonged 79 88  
Doesn’t know/refuses to answer 1 1  
    
Participation in trade union organisations    
Currently belongs 5 2  
Has belonged, but not now 5 2  
Has never belonged 89 95  
Doesn’t know/refuses to answer 1 1  
    
Carrying out voluntary work    
Currently does 9 6  
Has done, but not now 25 15  
Has never done 62 77  
Doesn’t know/refuses to answer 4 2  
    
Interest in politics    
A great deal 8 5  
Quite a lot 33 15  
Little 32 32  
Not at all 26 47  
Doesn’t know/refuses to answer 2 1  
    
Stance on either the left or right    
Left 59 44  
Centre 11 11  
Right 3 4  
Doesn’t know/refuses to answer 27 40  
    
Opinion about our society    
Fine just at is 1 2  
Can be improved with small changes 18 30  
Needs major reforms 55 47  
Needs to be radically changed 25 18  
Doesn’t know/refuses to answer 1 3  
    
Rating of the situation among young people in general    
Fine 8 13  
So-so: fine in some aspects, bad in others 47 48  
Bad 44 38  
Doesn’t know/refuses to answer 1 1  
    
Opinion as to whether institutions take young people’s 
opinions into account 

  
 

Yes 12 17  
No 83 73  
Doesn’t know/refuses to answer 5 10  
    
Desire to take part more actively in public affairs    
Would like to 58 42  
Believe they have already taken part enough 8 7  
Would not like to 25 42  
Doesn’t know/refuses to answer 8 9  

 

 
Follow us on the social networks! 

   
 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523
http://twitter.com/#!/GazteBehatokia

