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14% of young people in the Basque Autonomous Region are 
foreigners 

According to data from the Spanish Statistics Agency, INE, 44559 young foreigners 
were living in the Basque Autonomous Region in 2011. This accounts for 14% of 
the total number of young people aged 15 to 29 (318,887).  

The number of foreign youths in the Basque Autonomous Region increased 
exponentially from 2,653 in 1991 to 44,559 in 2011, representing an increase of 
over 1000%. 

In addition, this upward trend even continued during the economic crisis, i.e. from 
2008 to 2011 (39,588 and 44,559 foreign youths, respectively), in contrast to what 
happened in the Spanish State, where the number of foreign youths dropped from 
1,562,566 in 2008 to 1,466,774 in 2011. 

Focusing on the data for the Basque Autonomous Region for 2011, we can see that 
young foreign men (22,560) accounted for 51%, while women (21,999) accounted 
for 49%. 

The age distribution of young foreigners was as follows: people aged 15 to 19 
accounted for 19% (8319); those aged 20 to 24 represented 32% (14,160) and 
people in the 25 to 29 age group accounted for 49% (22,080). 

The province with the highest number of young foreign people was Bizkaia with 
22,795 (51%). In Gipuzkoa, there were 13,098 (30%) and 8,666 (19%) lived in 
Alava. 

 

Despite having fewer young foreigners in absolute terms, Álava is the province with 
the highest percentage of foreign youths (18%). In Gipuzkoa foreign youths 
represent 13% of the total youth population and 14% in Bizkaia. 

On the other hand, the youth rate, which represents the percentage of people aged 
15 to 29 in any given population, among foreign residents in the Basque 
Autonomous Region is 30.7%. This value is twice that of the general population of 
the Basque Autonomous Region, where the youth rate is 14.6%. 

We can also mention that, besides the wealth that the cultural diversity of the 
foreign population provides, it is also a key factor to offseting the ageing process 
experienced in the Basque Autonomous Region and to mitigate its social and 
economic consequences. 
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The province with the highest foreign youth rate is Bizkaia with 31.5%, followed by 
Álava (30.1%) and Gipuzkoa (29.6%). 

 

Regarding their origin, almost half (46%) of foreign youths residing in the Basque 
Autonomous Region comes from America. 24% comes from Europe, 23% from 
Africa and 7% from Asia.  

 

 

These data have been used and analysed by the Basque Youth Observatory. 

 

Follow us on the social networks! 
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