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Four in ten young foreign women are mothers compared with one in ten 
among young women in general in the Basque Autonomous Region 

To mark the World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development that 
will be held on 21 May, the Basque Youth Observatory is providing data on the 
young foreign population residing in the Basque Autonomous Region. 

These data come from interviews with 350 foreigners aged 15 to 29 living in the 
Basque Autonomous Region and the updating to January 1, 2011, of the Municipal 
Census conducted by the National Statistics Institute (INE). 

According to INE data, 44,559 young foreigners were residing in the Basque 
Autonomous Region in 2011, representing 14% of the total number of young 
people (318,887). Among foreign youths, men (22,560) account for 51%, while 
women (21,999) account for 49%. 

In 2011, the age distribution of young foreigners was as follows: people aged 15 to 
19 accounted for 19% (8,319); those aged 20 to 24 represented 32% (14,160) and 
people in the 25 to 29 age group accounted for 49% (22,080). 

The territory in which most young foreigners live is Bizkaia with 22,795 (51%). In 
Gipuzkoa, there are 13,098 (30%) and 8,666 (19%) live in Alava. 

 

By provinces, Álava features the greatest percentage (18%) of young foreigners 
compared with the number of young people in general. In Gipuzkoa foreign youths 
represent 13% of the total youth population and 14% in Bizkaia. 

On the other hand, the youth rate, which represents the percentage of people 
aged 15 to 29 in any given population, among foreign residents in the Basque 
Autonomous Region is 30.7%, displaying a balanced population pyramid. This value 
is twice that of the general population of the Basque Autonomous Region, where 
the youth rate is 14.6%. 
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The province with the highest foreign youth rate is Bizkaia with 31.5%, followed by 
Álava (30.1%) and Gipuzkoa (29.6%). 

Almost half (46%) of foreign youths residing in the Basque Autonomous Region 
comes from America. 24% comes from Europe, 23% from Africa and 7% from Asia.  

 

After quantifying the population of young foreigners residing in the Basque 
Autonomous Region, we shall now offer data from the survey, which will help us to 
define other aspects. 

First, it is essential to highlight their distribution by main occupation. The 
following graph indicates that 39% study, 30% work and 24% are unemployed (of 
which 5% receive unemployment benefits while the rest, 19%, do not). 5% state 
they are housewives, while 2% do not specify any main occupation.  

If we compare the data on foreign youths with those for youths in general, we can 
see that the unemployment rate among foreigners is 6% higher (18% 
unemployment affecting young people in general). There is also a higher rate of 
people who declare they are housewives and a smaller rate of students. 
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There are also significant differences between the total number of young people 
and foreign youths when we consider those who have finished their studies. 47% 
of foreign youths has completed compulsory education (38% among total youths), 
38% post-compulsory secondary education (31% among total youths) and 15% 
higher education (compared to 31% among total youths). 

 

 

Regarding monthly income, almost seven out ten (68%) young people born 
abroad have less than 600 euros per month. Among young people in general, 66% 
have less than 600 euros a month. 

 Emancipation from their family of origin is much higher among young 
foreigners than among the total number of young people. More than half (54%) of 
young foreigners state they live in a home different from that of their family of 
origin, while among young people in general, this rate is 22%. 41% of foreign 
youths say they live with their family (parents, brothers, sisters ...); this 
percentage reaches 73% among young people in general. 

There is also a great difference between the total youth population and foreign 
youths when it comes to their civil status, given that the number of married 
youths is greater (15%) among young foreigners than among the total population 
(5%). We must also highlight that 20% of foreign women aged 15 to 29 are 
married, while this figure only reaches 9% among men. 
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41% of foreign women aged 15 to 29 have a son or daughter while that figure 
among the total youth population only reaches 11%. It is therefore clear that the 
foreign population, in addition to having a higher youth rate, also presents a higher 
birth rate at younger ages. 

Besides the wealth that the cultural diversity of the foreign population provides, it is 
also a key factor to offset the aging process experienced in the Basque Autonomous 
Region and mitigate its social and economic consequences. 

 

 

Finally, foreign youths residing in the Basque Autonomous Region grade their life 
in general terms with a 6.6 over 10. This value is significantly lower among men 
(6.3) than women (6.8). It is also lower than among the total young population, 
who grade their current situation with a 7.2. 

 

COMPARISON BETWEEN FOREIGN YOUTHS AND TOTAL YOUTHS 

(%) 
Foreign youths Total 

 Youths 
   
Level of Education Completed   
Compulsory 47 38 
Post-compulsory secondary studies  38 31 
Higher 15 31 
   
Occupation   
Study 39 47 
Work 30 32 
Unemployed entitled to unemployment benefits 5 6 
Unemployed not entitled to unemployment benefits 19 12 
House work 5 1 
Other 2 2 
   
Emancipation   
Live with family (father/mother, brothers/sisters ...) 41 73 
Live in a home different from the family home 54 22 
Live in a student residence or at a home different from the 
family home on weekdays. 

1 2 

Other 3 2 
   
Marital status   
Single 72 86 
Married 15 5 
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Living with partner 10 8 
Separated, divorced 7 1 
   
Sons and daughters   
No son/daughter 59 90 
One child 26 7 
Two children 11 3 
Three children 4 1 
   
Monthly Income   
Less than 60 Euro 21 23 
From 60 to 300 Euro 26 32 
From 301 to 600 Euro 23 11 
From 601 to 900 Euro 15 11 
From 901 to 1200 Euro 7 10 
From 1201 to 1500 Euro 2 4 
More than 1500 Euro 1 3 
Dk/Na 7 6 
   
Fluency in the Basque Language (Spoken)   
Very good 2 39 
Good 4 23 
Poor 13 16 
Only odd words 27 10 
None 52 12 
   
Grading of their current life (0-10) 6.6 7.2 
   

 
Follow us on the social networks! 

   

http://twitter.com/#!/GazteBehatokia
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?sk=wall

