
 

The percentage of young people who are uneasy with those who do 
not share their ideas, beliefs or values is on the increase 

This percentage has grown from 10% in 2000 to 17% in 2012. 

As part of the on-going course titled “Youth in a diverse society, how do 
they act?” being delivered at the Basque Youth Observatory on 27th and 
28th September and 1st October, this observatory would like to contribute 
some data on the attitudes of young people in the Basque Autonomous 
Region regarding people with different ideas, beliefs or values.  

These data come from a survey conducted in March 2012 based on a 
representative sample of young people in the Basque Autonomous Region 
aged 15 to 29. 

According to the results of that survey, 17% of the Basque population aged 
15 to 29 said they were "very or quite uneasy" with people whose ideas, 
beliefs or values were different from theirs.  

This percentage has increased over previous years, which poses a problem 
when trying to encourage intercultural dialogue among young people. 

 
Which groups state their uneasiness with those that do not share their ideas 
and values? 

Boys present slightly higher percentages than girls: 19% and 16% 
respectively. 

Young people under 20 also present somewhat higher percentages than the 
rest: 19% of people aged 15 to 19, 16% of those aged 20-24 and 17% 
among those aged 25 to 29. 

As for differences by province, we can see that young people from Bizkaia 
are slightly more reluctant to accept people with different ideas and beliefs 

Evolution of the percentage of young people who say
they feel uneasy with people whose ideas, beliefs
or values are different from theirs (2000-2012) 
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(29% declare that they feel uneasy) than those from Alava or Gipuzkoa, 
where the percentage is 14% in both cases. 

Furthermore, the smaller the town of residence the higher the percentage of 
young people who claim to feel uneasy with people who have other ideas 
and values. One in four young people living in municipalities with fewer than 
10,000 inhabitants do not feel comfortable with those who do not share 
their beliefs and values. 

 

In any case, it should be noted that this feeling of ideological intolerance is 
not unidirectional. The most striking case is that among young foreign 
residents in the Basque Autonomous Region where the percentage of those 
who day they do not feel at ease with those who do not share their ideas 
and values is very similar (16%) to that of the average for Basque youth 
(17%).  

Therefore, we need to raise awareness about the importance and the social 
and personal enrichment that cultural and ideological pluralism provides. 

Follow us on the social networks! 

    
 

 

Young people who say they feel uneasy with people who do not
share their ideas, beliefs or values, by province and size of town
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